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‘New smart cane for the
visually impaired

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, OCTOBER 14
In case the trials on the latest
battery-operated smart canes
to be used by visually
impaired persons succeed, the
life of people suffering from
this disability could improve
considerably, especially in the
difficult hill terrain.
Developed by a Delhi-based
NGO, Saksham, and Phoenix
Medical System, the trials on
the new smart cane have

begun as six students of the

town havé been provided with
these to check their effective-
ness. After its successful trails
in the plains, the battery-oper-
ated smart cane could change

the life of the visually
impaired in the hills.

Interacting with mediaper-
sons here today, a social
activist and software profes-

sional, Madan Verma, said the '

smart cane, which would
replace the white cane, was
equipped with sensors 50 as to
give a warning about any
object even above knee height
to the visually impaired. “Tt
has been very successful in the
plains; now we want to see
and get a feedback about its
use in the hills,” said Verma.
Verma said the white cane
was being used across the
world but now the IIT, Delhi,
int association with Saksham,
had developed a smart cane.
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dzenith of educational dis-

W dtinction in the country,
there have often been noises crit-
icising the quality of education
they offer.

The critique is hard to ignore if
- it’s coming from someone like
the living legend, CEQ emeritus
of Infosys, Narayan Murthy, who
recently disapproved of these
premier institutes and other IIT
heads recently echoed his views.

But if the quality of IITs is
actually deteriorating, where
does the blame rest? Does the
selection process need to be
overhauled or are the coaching
centers doing the “disservice”?

“Political control experienced
by the IITs in the last couple of
decades has diluted these once
highly respected institutions in
every way. Applying ‘socialistic
philosophies’ to governing insti-
tutions of higher learning is a
bad idea. And considering only
performance at the entrance
exam for admission to IITs is not
a good idea either,” Anil P
Lingras, an IIT alumuni from
1971 batch comments.

Nikhil Jha, 27, an IIT Mumbai
passout quit his chic job to fol-
low his passion and found a
sports venture, SportsWave with
a bunch of alumuni. “Most of us
study for IIT because we are
made to think that it’s the best
option we have for our career. At
an immature age of 18-19 years,
assuming that choice will shape
our entire lifetime is a tad
unfair. After graduating again,
we make the choices: the best
option at hand. For some that
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) If the staridard of lITs is
going down, who’s to be
blamed — coaching cen-

tres or students’ attitude?

quality _of

There are major flaws
in the education
system and students
lack the problem
solving ability.

ABIR BHOWMICK

means higher studies, for some
high paying jobs, while for oth-
ers, anything they can get.
Bottom line is you cannot expect
a 17-year-old to be absolutely
sure about his choices, his
career path. That he will go into
IIT, ace the exams there, focus on
higher studies, get a noble prize,
change the world. It does not
work out that way.”

Abir Bhowmick, 28, landed
himself a enviable job, after
passing out from IIT Mumbai,
but he chose to give it up to start

77

a training institute for IIT aspi-
rants instead.

“I don’t understand why coach-
ing centres are being called a
bane. We have to consider the
dynamics behind it. There are
major flaws in the education sys-
tem and students lack the prob-
lem solving ability So coaching
centres are need-based institu-
tions. Also, instead of criticising
them for being money-minting
organisations why not fix the
_education system and come up

with schemes for the poor but

deserving students,” says Abir.

“It’s true that our whole educa-
tion system is focused on pass-
ing the examination, rather than
real learning. But most of the
students entering IITs are are
talking about updating their
resumes rather than research
and innovation. It's the
approach of the new generation
that has to change, and that’s
what Murthy hinted at,” says IIT
professor, Naresh Kumar (nhame
changed).
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SC hands
off IIT

entrance
test

New Delhi, O¢t. 13(PTIx The
Supreme Court has refused to
interfere with the ranking and
selection procedure adopted
for the ITT-JEE saving there
was no arbitrariness or ulteri-
or motives in fixing the
methodologw

A bench of Justices R.V.
Raveendran and A.X. Patnaik
saild courts would interfere
with the procedure only if
there was proven malafide,
caprice or arbitrariness, whi-
ch it said was lacking in the
present system adopted by the
Joint Admission Board, which
conducts the exams.

“The fact that the proce-
dure was complicated wouid
not make it arbitrary or un-
reasonablie or discriminato-
rv,"” Justice Raveendran said.

The apex court passed the
judgment while dismissing an
appeal filed by an aspirant
Sanchit Bansal, sonof an {I'T
Kharagpur professor, who ap-
peared in IIT-JEE 2006 as a
general category candidate.

Sanchit had secured 75
marks in mathematics, 164 in
physics and 52 in chemistry,
aggregating to 231.

The board had fixed the
cut-off marks for admission at
37 for math, 46 for physics and
55forchemistry and theaggre-
gate cut-off at 154.

As Sanchit did not secure
the minimum cut-off in chem-
istry, he failed to qualify even
though his aggregate was hi-
gher than what was required.

He then chailenged the pro-
cedure on the ground that can-
didates with aggresates lower
than his were seiected.

Rejecting his piea, the cou-
rtsaid: “For a layvman, the abo-
ve procedure may appear to be
highly cumbersome and com-
plicated. But the object of the
aforesaid procedure for arriv-
ing at the cut-off marks isto
select candidates well equipp-
ed in ali the three subjects, wi-
threference to their merit, we-
ighed against the average mer-
it of all the candidates who ap-
peared in the examination.”

Deccan Herald Bangalore
14.10.2011 p-g

Apex court
upholds IIT
ranking

procedure

NEW DELHI, PTI: The
Supreme Court has refused to
interfere with the ranking and
selection process adopted for
the prestigious IIT-JEE en-
trance exams saying there was
no arbitrariness or ulterior mo-
tives in fixing the methodolo-

gy

A bench of justices RV
Raveendran and A K Patnaik
said courts would interfere
with the procedure only if there
was proven mala fide, caprice
or arbitrariness, which it said
was lacking in the present sys-
tem adopted by the The Joint
Admission Board, the nodal
agency for conducting the ex-
ams across the country. Justice
Raveendran, writing the judge-
ment, said: “The fact that the
procedure was complicated
would not make it arbitrary or
unreasonable or discriminato-

According to him, there are
several statistical methods of
preparing the ranking for the
purpose of selecting the best
candidates for admission to a
course, some simple and some
complex. He added that each
method or system has its mer-
its and demerits and can be
adopted only under certain
conditions or by making cer-
tain assumptions,

Any such statistical tech-
nique should be under contin-
uous review and evaluation to

achieve improvement in the .

light of experience gained over
the years and new develop-
ments, if it is a reliable tool in
the selection process, he said.

Court passed the judgement
while dismissing the appeal
filed by an aspirant Sanchit
Bansal.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has refused to interfere
with the ranking and selection
process adopted for the pres-
tigious I T-JEE entrance exams
saying there was no arbitrari-
nessor ulterior motives in fix-
ing the methodology.

A bench of justices RV
Raveendran and AK Patnaik
said courts would interfere
with the procedure only if
there was proven malafide,
caprice or arbitrariness, which
it said was facking in the pres-

entsystem adopted by the the
Joint Admission Board, the
nodal agency for conducting
the exams across the country.
“The fact that the procedure
was complicated would not
make it arbitrary or unrea-
sonable or discriminatory.
“There are several statisti-
cal methods of preparing the
ranking for the purpose of se-
lecting the best candidates for
admission to a course, some
simple and some complex.
Each method or system has its

SC says courts will
interfere with
procedure only if there
is proven malafide or
arbitrariness, which
was lacking in the

pri t syst

merits and demerits and ca
be adopted only under certai

conditions or by making cer-

tain assumptions.

“Any such statistical tech-
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SC: IIT-JEE may be difficult, but system not malafide fo warrant change

nique should be under con-
tinuous review and evaluation
to achieve improvement in the
light of experience gained
over the years and new devel-
opments, if it is a reliable tool
in the selection process,” jus-
tice Raveendran, writing the
judgment, said.

The apex court passed the
n  judgment while dismissing
n theappeal filed by an aspirant
Sanchit Bansal, son of an liT
professor in Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Kharagpur,

who had appeared in lIT-JEE
2006 as a general category
candidate.

Admission to undergradu-
ate courses in the 15 HTs is
through a common entrance
examination known as [IT-JEE
conducted by the board.

Sanchit had secured 75
marks in mathematics, 104
marks in physics and 52 in
chemistry, aggregating 231.

The Board had fixed the
cut-off marks for admission as
37 for maths, 48 for physics

and 55 for chemistry and the
aggregate cut-off marks at
154.

As Sanchit did not secure
the minimum of 55 marks in
chemistry he was not quali-
fied, even though his aggre-
gate in the three subjects was
very high.

Aggrieved, he challenged
the procedure on the ground
that even candidateswhohas &
secured less total aggregate i
marks were selected, but his
claim was rejected. - P11
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Nano Satellite

‘First time ejection and separaticn technology to release a nanc-satellite in space was designed in the country’

Bev Kumar Vasudevan
£ MHOW

By designing the nano-
sateilite, students of IIT-
Kanpur have developed in-
digenous technology of sep-
aration and ejection mech-
anism of space equipment,
which even the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion {ISRO) has been im-
porting till now for its large
satellites, said its design
team leader Prof Dr
Nalinaksh S Vyas.

Vyas, originally a resident
of Mhow, told DNA that it

power from its solar panels.
its reguirement is a meagre
three watts. Jugnu contains
two on board computers
{OBC) which have been in-
digenously designed. These
computers will compress
data on board sensors will
he feeding them with and
this will be decompressed
after being received on
earth.

1Y Kanpur was aiming at
developing typical Micro-
electromechanical system
(MEMS) sensor kased tech-
nology applications includ-
ing Terrain-Mapping,

was for the first time that
the ejection and separation
technology to release a
nano-sateliite in the space
was designed in the coun-
try. "ISRO had been import-
ing it for the large satetlites,”
he said.

The professor was refer-
ring to Jugnu, one of the

three nano-sateilites carried
on top of Indo-French satel-

lite named  Megha-
Tropiques and slung into the
space by ISRO’s indigenous
launch vehicle the PSLV -
C18 on Wednesday.

Vyas said, “This ejection
mechanism contains a
closed lzox with Jugnu and

a spring inside. The box is
tied with a nylon string
which is connected to an
electric circuit which burns
the string when the correct
altitude is reached by the
launching platform for the
nano satellites. This opens
the box and the spring
stings Jugnu into its orhit.”

Mail Today ND 15/10/2011

“It would take two to
three days for the signals
from Jugnu to stahilise fol-
lowing which it wilt send
data to the station at the T
Kanpur campus,” he said.

Jugnu, which weighs
three kg and is the size of a
large bottle of soft drinks,
will soon start generating

P-14

Weather Tracking, Disaster
Management, Low Gravity
Experiments, Astronomical
Studies, Glohal Positioning
and Geological Studies.

Its primary instrument is
the Micro-imaging system
which is a near infrared
cameraused to observe veg-
etation.

CBSE still clueless over AIEEE exam paper leak

ALMOST six months after a question
paper leak hit the All Indla Engineering
Entrance Examination (AIEEE), the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) has few answers on what really
went wrong.

According to an Interim report submit-
ted by the three-member probe com-
mittee — Instituted by the CBSE chalrman
— the paper was leaked elther at the
printing press or at a centre from where

question papers were distributed. ™
“The commlittee has ruled out the
Involvement of any board employee,”
CBSE chalrman Vineet Joshl sald. The final
report of the committee Is expected at
the end of this month, he added.
-- According to sources, the final report
wiil be not be too different In its findings.
The probe committee, which was con-
stituted Immedilately after the leak, Is
headed by Professor Phalguni Gupta of

T Kanpur and also has Delhl Unlver-
slty’s former controller of examlnation
B.S. Garg, and the CBSE’s controller of
examlnations M.C. Sharma as Its mem-
bers. The committee has already
been given more than two deadline
extenslons to submit Its flnal report
with recommendations on how a
guestlon paper leak ¢tan be prevented
in the future.

Ritika Chopra/New Delhi
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Three lIIM-A
students hag
Z1cr package

Ahmedabad: In the last two
months, three students of
IIM-Ahmedabad have
bagged Rs 1 crore-plus pre-
placement offers (PPO) each
from financial institutions.
While two offers have been
made by Deutsche Bank for
their Singapore and London
offices, one is from Barclays
in Hong Kong.

IIM-A sources said one of
the offers is the highest PPO
ever offered on the campus.
Companies offer PPO to a
student based on his per-
formance during the sum-
mer placement. Sources on
IIM-A’'s placement commit-
tee said the offers have come
at a time when everyone at
campus feared that the eco-
nomic gloom would be re-
flected inthefinancial sector.

Sources said among the
380 students, more than 50
have got offers from compa-
nies like Morgan Stanley
and Goldman Sachs. Tan

Business Standard ND
15-Oct-11 P18

31iMs may create
anintemational
campus

BS REPORTER
Kolkata, 14 October

THE Indian Institutes of Man-
agement (IIMs) in Ahmed-
abad, Calcutta and Bangalore
may soon ¢ome together in
creating an international cam-
pus, IIM-A director Samir
Barua said today.

The IIMs are awaiting op-
erational autonomy, which he
expects should come through
within a year, Barua said on
the sidelines of a joint IIM-A,
ITM-C conference. He refused
toputa finger on the cost of
such a campus, As for the
place, Singapore and Dubai,
he said, “can be considered”.
Incidentally, [TM-A is already
planning a campus abroad
and has et with the Singa-
pore Economic Development
Board, The average land re-
quirement for such a campus
would be about 3 acres.

“Collaboration,” Barua
said, “is of major importance
inthe new scheme of things,
‘The conferences that are hap-
pening now are confidence
building measures. In the long
run, once autonomy comes
through we will consider set-
ting up a campus abroad.” He
added, “we expect all auton-
omy related issues to be sort-
edoutin about a year”,

IIMs-Ahmedabad, Cal-
cutta and Bangalore have
been lobbying for operational
autonomy that rids them
from administrative con-
straints imposed by the min-
istry of human resource de-
velopment. “I think the three
1IMs-ABC are at par. Cur-
rently, we are unable to mon-

itor our expenses or decide
on faculty, or growth on our
own despite the fact that over
the past seven years we have
taken no money from the
government,” he explained.
Barua said that the three
IIMs are currently seeking
autonomy for a period of
about 10 years, at the end of
which an evaluation com-
mittee of eminent personal-
ities should be set up tojudge .
whether or they were capa-
ble of being autonomous in-
stitutions in the longer run.
“We are proposing a ma-
haratna-like status that has
been given to certain PSUS.
Also, I do not think other
IIMs, which are relatively
should be made au-
tonomous,” Barua said.
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India needs

1,000 more

universities,
says Sibal

Our Bureau
New Delhi, Oct. 14

India needs 1,000 more
universities and 56,000 more
colleges to be builtin the next
decade to accommodate 50
million college-age students,
said Mr Kapil Sibal, Minister
for Human Resource Devel-
opment, at Yale University.

This will help increase In-
dia’s gross enrolment rate
from the current 12 per cent
to 30 per cent by 2020, “Un-
der the circumstances, effec-
tive academic leadership is a
-serious need,” he said at the

India-Yale Higher Education

Leadershif Program.

L Mr Sibal is in the US for the
India-US Education Summit,
which he kicked off on Thurs-
day along with the US Secre-
tary of State, Ms Hillary
Clinton, -

_Around 26 vice-chancel-
lors, directors, deans and oth-
er officials of  higher
education institutions from
India attended the Yale pro-
gramme.

“Following the academic
leadership programme at
Yale, it is hoped that a sus-
tainable national programme
on academic Ieatfership can
be evolved in India through
new national centres of excel-
lence,” said Mr Sanjay
Dhande, Director of Indian
Institute of Technology,
Kanpur. ‘

Yale, IIT Kanpur, and IIM
Kozhikede had entered a
memorandum of understand-
ing in October last year to
hold academic leadership de-
velopment programmes. The
programme will be followed
by another in March 2012 at
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment, Kozhikode and addi-
tional programmes at Yale in
2012 and 2013.
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Sibal wants long-term

education ties with US

YOSHITA SINGH
WASHINGTON, OCT 14

INISTER for
MH sources
Resources

Development Kapil Sibal
has said the "purposeful
dialogue” at the India-US
education summit would
open doors for greater col-
laboration between higher
education institutes but
India would be careful to
ensure no “fly by night
operators” set up shop in
the country. .

He daid the dialogue
process will enable US-
based community colleges
to find partners and estab-
lish footprint in India but
added that “for profit com-
panies” were not welcome
in India for now.

He said initially the col-

laboration between US and -

Indian educational insti-
tutes would involve twin-
ning arrangements, joint
degrees, certification and
diploma courses and skill
development.

"I don't think that we
will have Harvard, Yale or
Princeton coming in and
setting up campuses in
India, T doubt that very
much, T don't think that is
our vision either,"

Sibal told reporters here
after the conclusion of the
day long summit that he
co-chaired with Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton.

He said it is important
for the US educators to
first get a feel of the Indian
terrain and its complexi-

ties. -

"Once they feel a level
of comfort in moving in
that terrain then they will
think in long term of
bringing the institutions to
India,” he said.

While opening its doors
to US educational insti-
tutes, Sibal said India-will
be cautious to ensure no
"fly by night operators” set
up shop in the country.

Sibal added that for the

time being "for profit com-
panies” would also not be
allowed to come to India.

"l don't think that the
time is right for that to
happen. We need expan-
ston in skills development
sector,” he said.

The foreign institutions
will be subjected to the
same laws as are applica-
ble to private educational
institutes in India,

"There will be no dis-
crimination  and  no
favouritism. We will give
them a level playing field,"
he said.

At the same time, he
said: "Nobody is going to
come to India to give to
India withoutfanything in
return. Let us be clear on
that. We have to provide
them with the opportuni-
ties in which we believe
that we can gain and
there is something in it
for them as well".

Sibal saidshe would
not want investment to
come to India only
because foreign educa-
tion institutes want prof-
its to go out of the coun-
try.—PTI
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No to ‘fly-by-night
operators’: India

WASHINGTON: No "fly-
by-night operators” will
be allowed to set up shop in
India when the country
opens up its higher educa-
tion institutions for foreign
tie-ups, Minister for
Human Resources
Development Kapil Sibal
has said.

Sibal stated this after the
conclusion of the day-long
India-US education sum-
mit that he co-chaired with

" Secretary of State ‘Hillary
Clinton here,

The foreign institutions
will be subjected to the
same laws as are applica-
ble to private educational
institutes in India. "There
will be no discrimination
and no favouritism. We
will give them a level-
playing field,” Sibal told

reporters,

"Nobody is going to
come to India to give to
India without anything in
return. Let us be clear on
that, We have to provide
them with the opportuni-
ties in which we believe
that we can gain and there
is something in it for them
as well," he said. .

While opening its doors
to US educational insti-
tutes, Sibal said India will
be cautious to ensure that
no "fly-by- night operators"
set up shop in the country.

His remarks came
against the backdrop of a
raid on -the Tri Valley
University in California
earlier this year following
which it was shut down
over an alleged immigration
scam, putting the future of
hundreds of Indian stu-
dents in jeopardy.—PTI
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India, US agree to step up
higher education collaboration

S RAJAGOPALAN B
WASHINGTON

India and the United States
have agreed to intensify col-
laboration in the field of higher
education, encompassing facul-
ty exchanges, skills development
and institutional partnerships.

At the first bilateral educa-
tion summit that concluded
here on Thursday, India
announced its intention to set up
an India-US higher education
platform to actively pursue, the
collaboration initiatives.

India also indicated that it
will be initially sponsoring up
to 1,500 faculty and junior
scholars to leading American
universities and institutions

as part of the educator enrich-
ment programme.

At the day-long summit, co-
chaired by Human Resource
Development Minister Kapil
Sibal and US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, the Yale-India
programme was cited as a
model for direct collaboration
between higher education com-
munities for academic leader-
ship and faculty development.

A joint statement issued at
the end of the day said the high-
er education summit will
become an annual fixture, held

alternately in India and the US,

to map out strategies for part-
nership in this sector.

The dialogue will identify
areas for mutually beneficial

exchanges and provide a plat-
form for intense and mean-
ingful collaboration among
academia, the private sector
and the two Governments.
The joint statement, large-
ly confining itself to generali-
ties, made no reference to spe-
cific initiatives in terms of
American universities setting
up their own institutions in
India or their objections over
some financial issues such as

freedom to repatriate profits.
»+ That issue,%ow . is being

separately dealt with by a high-
power US team, led by Assistant
Secretary of Commerce Suresh
Kumar, that is on a parallel
mission to India, holding
extensive meetings.
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“India, US to Enhance Collaboration
in Research, Skill Development

OURPOLITICAL BUREAU
NEW DELHI

In a bid to strengthen and deepen
its strategic partnership with the
United States, India will set up a
“highereducation platform” toen-
hance collaboration in research,
skill development and student and
faculty exchange. The announce-
ment came as the first ever India-
US education summit wrapped up
in Washington. Both countries
stressed onthe need toenhancethe
scopeof collaboration and identify
new ways to encourage linkages
and exchange programmes.

In a joint statement on higher
education cooperation US Secreta-
- ry of State Hillary Clinton and hu-
man resources development min-
ister Kapil Sibal agreed to make
the higher education dialogue an
annual bilateral event to “map out
strategies for partnership in the
field of education” between the
two countries.

The dialogue, which would be
held alternately in the US and In-
dia, should “identify areas for mu-
tually beneficial exchanges and
provide a platform for intense and
meaningful collaboration among
academia, private sector and gov-
ernment on both sides,” the joint
statement said.

India announced its intention to
set up an “India-US higher educa-

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
with HRD Minister Kapil Sibal In
Washington on Thursday. PTI Photo

tion platform as a means to purste
these goals,” with Sibal pointing
out thatthedialogue processhasto
bemanaged “effectively”.

Both Sibal and Clinton were satis-
fied with the progress achieved un-
der the Obama-Singh 21st Century
Knowledge Initiative, launched in
2009. Proposals under the initiative
will reviewed by a joint working
group for academic awards in sup-
port of university partnerships. As
partof the partnership, their reiter-
ated their commitment to the Ful-
bright-Nehru Program and its con-
tribution toleadershipdevelopment
and scholarly achievement and to

encouraging an array of collabora-
tions between higher education
communities, such as the Yale-India
program, for academic leadership
and faculty development.

The two sides agreed to work to-
gether to ensure a continued ex-
panded US-India higher education
dialogue with representatives
from government, academia and
business that would interact on a
regular basis.

“Sibaland Clintonreaffirmedthe
strategic partnership between In-
dia and the United States for mea-
ningful dialogue, cooperation, and
engagement in the field of higher
education,” the statementadded.

Thecountries willalsojoin forcesto
promote sirategic institutional part-
rierships for strengthening and ex-
pansion of collaboration in priority
areas of higher education, including
science and engineering, social sci-
ences, humanities, as well asaddress
societal challenges in areas such as
cyber security, energy, envircnment,
health and agriculture, the joint
statement said. Enhanced coopera-
tion in the field of education between
the two would also include expan-

«sion in research and development,
fostering partmerships in vocational
education and skills enhancement,
exploration of modelsfor 'education-
al institutions for the 21st Century'
and strengthening programmes for
student and faculty exchange,



Nida Najar
#latters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Moulshri Mohan was
an excellent student at one of
the top private high schools in
New Delhi. When she applied
to colleges, she received schol-
arship offers of $20,000 from
Dartmouth and $15,000 from
Smith. Her pile of acceptance
letters would have made any
ambitious teenager smile:
Cornell, Bryn Mawr, Duke,
‘Wesleyan, Barnard and the
University of Virginia.

But because of her 93.5%
cumulative score on her final
high schoo! examinations, which
are the sole eriteria for admis-
sion to most colleges here, Ms.
Mohan was rejected by the top
colleges at Delhi University, her

Can't get seat in [pdjans 2nd lar
DU, can make it

to Ivy Leagu

NidaNajar

New Delhi: When Moulshri
Mohan applied to colleges,

Hindustan Times ND 15/10/2011 P-17

‘Exodus of Indian student to America continues

aIndians are the second-largest foreign student population in the US.
NYT PHOTO

family’s first choice and one of
India’s top schools,
“Daughter now enrolled
at Dartmouth!” her mother,
Madhavi Chandra, wrote, updat-
ing her Facebook page. “Strange

Times of India

swings this admission season
has shown us. Can’t get into DU,
can make it to the Ivies.”
Mohan, 18, is now one of
a surging number of Indian
students attending American

ND 15/10/2011 P-1

colleges and universities, as
competition in India has grown
formidable, even for the best
students. With about half of
India’s 1.2 billion people under
the age of 25, and with the ranks
of the middle class swelling,
the country's handful of highly
selective universities are over-
whelmed,

This summer, Delhi
University issued cutoff scores
at its top colleges that reached
anear-impossible 100% in some
cases. The Indian Institutes of
Technology, which are spread
across the country, have an
acceptance rate of less than
2% - and that is only from a pool
of roughly 500,000 who qualify
totake the entrance exam, a feat
that requires two years of spe-
cialised coaching after school.

grown by more than 20% in

“The problem is clear,” said
Kapil Sibal, the government
minister overseeing education
in India, who studied law at
Harvard. “There is a demand
and supply issue. You don't have
enough quality institutions, and
there are enough quality young
people who want to go to only
quality institutions”

American universities and
colleges have been more than
happy to pick up the slack.
Faced with shrinking returns
from endowment funds, a
decline in the number of high
school graduates in the United
States and growing economic

ip armong American fami-
lies, they have stepped up their
efforts to woo Indian students.

Representatives from many
of the Ivy League institutions

graduated from Delhi Public
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have begun making trips to
India to recruit students and
explore partnerships with
Indian schools, Some have set
up offices in India, partly aimed
at attracting a wider base of
students.

Indians are now the second-
largest foreign student popu-
lation in America, after the
Chinese, with almost 105,000
students in the United States in
the 2009-10 academic year, the
last for which comprehensive
figures were available.

‘While wealthy Indian families
have been sending their children
to thebest American schools for
years, the idea is beginning to
spread to middle-class families,
for whom Delhi University has
historically been the best option.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

gest foreign student population in US

stressed and traumatized In-

that drives them to apply to

Nida Najar the Chinese, with almost

105,000 students in the US in

New Delhi: With more Indi-  the 2009-10 academic year, the
ans flying toIvy League insti-  last for which comprehensive
tutions, the US state depart- figures were available. Stu-
ment held a US-India higher dentvisaapplicationsfromIn-
education summit i dia i 20% in the past
Thursday at Georgetown Uni-  year, according to the Ameri-

versity to promote the part-
nership between the coun-
tries. Indians are now the

canEmbassy.
Although a majority of In-
dian students in the US are

the past few years. And while
wealthy families have been
sending their children to the
best American schools for
years, the idea is beginning to
spread to middleclass fam-
ilies, for whom Delhi Universi-
ty has historically been the
best option.

American  universities

dian students and parents,
who complain that one fateful
event — the final high school
examination ~— can make or
break a teenager’s future ca-
reer. This admission season,
studentsexchangedexamhor-
ror stories.

“Iknow a girl who saw the
physics paper and she faint-

School in 2010, with a 94.5%,
one point shy of the cutoff to
study economics at St Ste-
phen’s, one of the top colleges
at Dethi University. She decid-
ed to take a year off and work
as an intern at a nonprofit
group affiliated with the
‘WHO, whileapplying to Amer-
ican universities.

study in the US. It is also the
greater intellectual freedom
of an American liberal arts
education. India’seducational
system is rigid, locking stu-
dents intoanareaof studyand
affording them little opportu-
nity to take courses outside
their major beyond the 11th
grade. Only a few courses of

she received scholarship of-
fers of $20,000 from Dart-
mouth and $15,000 from
Smith. Her pile of accept-
ance letters would have
made any teenager smile:
Cornell, Bryn Mawr, Duke,
Wesleyan, Barnard and the
University of Virginia.
Butbecause of her93.5%
cumulative score on her fi-
nal board exams, Moulshri
was rejected by top colleges
at DelhiUniversity.
“Daughter now enrolled
at Dartmouth!” her mother,

»2nd largest group, P 15 .

Madhavi Chandra, wrote,
updating - her Facebook
page. “Strange swings this
admission  season  has
shown us. Can’t get into DU,
canmake ittotheIvies.”

- Moulshri, 18, is now one
of asurging number of Indi-
anstudentsattending Amer-
ican colleges and universi-
ties, as competition in India
has grown formidable, even
for the best students. This
summer, Delhi University
issued cutoff scores that re-
ached a i i

Moulshri Mohan,

a student at
Dartmouth College,
is among a surging
number of Indian
students attending
American colleges
and universities on
scholarships after
not getting into top
DU colleges

don't have enough quality
institutions, and there are
enough quality young peo-
ple who want to go to only
quality institutions.”

American universities
and colleges have been more
than happy to pick up the
slack. Faced with shrinking
returns from endowment
funds, a decline in the num-
berof highschool graduates
in the US and growing eco-
nomic hardship among
American families, they
h

100% in some cases. The In-

dian Institutes of Technolo-

up their efforts
towooIndian students thou-
sands of milesaway.

ives  from

8y
less than 2% — and that is
only from a pool of roughly.
500,000 who qualify to take
theentrance exam.

“The problem is clear”
said _HRD, minister Kap!

Sibal, who studied law at

Harvard, “There is a de-
mand gnd supply issue. You

many of the Ivy League in-
stitutions have begun mak-
ing trips to India to recruit
students and explore part-
nerships with Indian scho-

.. 0ls. Some have set up offices
in India, partly aimed at at-
tracting a wider base of stu-
dents. NYTNEWSSERVICE

second-largest foreignstudent
population in America, after

graduate students, under-
graduate enrolment has

have now become “safety
schools” for increasingly

ed,” said Nikita Sachdeva, her
eyes widening. Nikita, 19,

But for some students, it is
not merely the competition

study are consideredlucrative
career paths. NyTNEwS SERVICE
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Indian Education
System Rigid

"As Indiah Students Rejected at Home are Lapped up by Iwes HRD
M|n|ster Sibal says India doesn’t have Enough Quality Institutions

Dartmouth!” hér mother, Madhavi across the country, have an accept-
NIDANAJAR Chandra, wrote, updatingher Face-  ancerate of less than 2% —andthat is
NEWDELHI book page. “Strange swingsthisad-  only from a pool of roughly 500,000 »> From Page 1
oulshriMohanwasanexcel:  missionseasonhasshownus.Can’t  whoqualify to take the enfrance ex- .
lentstudentatoneof thetop  getinto DU, canmakeittothelvies.” am,afeatthatrequirestwoyearsof Representatives from many
private high schools in Delhi.

Mohan, 18, isnow one of asurging

of the Ivy League institu-
number of Indian students attending

specmllsedcoachmgafterschool tions have begun making

‘When sheapplied to colleges in the

‘The problem isclear,” said HRD 4 . <
US, shereceived scholarship offers of US collegesand uni- Kanil Sihal, who studied law trips to India to recruit stu-
$20,000 from Dartmouth and $15,000 - versities,ascompeti- at Harvard ‘Thereisademand and dents and explore partner-
from Smith. Herpileof acceptance  UScolleges&  tioninIndiahas supply issue. Youdon't have enough ships with Indian schools.
Ietters would have made any ambi- unlversities  grown formidable, quality institutions and there are Some have set up offices in
tiousteenager smile: Cornell, Bryn  havestepped evenforthebeststu- enoughgquality youngpeople who India, partly aimed at at-
Mawr, Duke, Wesleyan, Barnardand  upeffortste  dents. Withabout want to go to only quality institutions.” tracting a wider base of stu-
the University of Virginia, . woolndian half of India’s1.2bil-  USuniversities and colleges have dents, The State Depart- grypenTscoRNER
Butbecause of her 93.5% cumu- students Jlionpeopleunderthe  beenmore than happy topick up the menthelda US-India higher
lativescore in her finalhigh-school  thousandsof  ageof 25, and with slack. Faced with shrinking returns education summit meeting study computerengineering
examinations,whicharethesole  milesaway  theranksof themid- fromendowmentfunds,adecline in onThursday at Georgetown  at one of the Indian Insti-
criteria for admission tomost dleclassswelling, the the numberof high-school graduates University to promote the tutesof Technologysincehe
collegesinIndia, Mohan was country’s handful of highly selective

partnership between the
countries.
Indians are now the sec-

inthe US and growing economic hard-
shipamong US families, they have
stepped up their efforts to woo Indian

was a child. But after a

rejected by thetop colleges at month of coaching in the

universities are overwhelmed.
Delhi University, better

This summer, Delhi Umversny is-

the 2009-10 academic year,
the last for which compre-
hensive figures were availa-
ble. Student visa applica-
tions from India increased
20% in the past year, accord-
ingtothe USEmbassy here.

Although a majority of In-
dian students in the US are
graduate students, under-
graduate enrollment has
grown more than 20% in the
past few years. And while
wealthy Indian families
havebeensendingtheir chil-
dren to the best American
schools for years, the idea is
beginning to spread to mid-
dle-class families, for whom
Delhi University has histori-
cally been the best option.

US universities have now
become “safety schools” for
increasingly stressed and
traumatised Indian students
and parents, who complain
that one fateful event - the fi-
nal high school examination
-could make or break a teen-
ager’sfuture career.

This... admissions season,
students exchanged exam
horror stories. One knew a
boy who was sick with ty-
phoid but could not resche-
dule. “I know a girl who saw
the physics paper and she
fainted,” said Nikita Sach-
deva, hereyes widening.

Sachdeva, 19, graduated
from Delhi Public School in
2010, with a 94.5% exam

. score, one point shy of the,

cutoff to study economics at
St Stephen’s, one of the top
colleges at Delhi University.
Shedecided totake a year off

- and work as an intern at a

nonprofit group affiliated
with the World Health Orga-
nization, while applying tg
US universities.

But for some students, it is
not merely the competition
that drives them to apply to
study in the US. It is also the
greater intellectual freedom
of an American liberal arts
education.

India’s educational system
isrigid, lockingstudentsinto
an area of study and afford-
ingthemlittle opportunityto
take courses outside their
major beyond the 11th grade.
Only a few courses of study
are considered lucrative ca-
reer paths, Economies, com-
merce, engineering and med-
icine have a certain cachet,
while English, history and
languages are less well re-
garded. Often students who
cannot afford to study
abroadend up inlesscompet-
itive courses, with a contrac-
tionof career possibilities.

“If somebody majorsinEn-
glish here, it's like, ‘OK,
she'll get married,” said
Sachdeva, who is attending
the University of Chicago
this fall and is planning to
major, in economics with a

miner in creative writing.

Other students, finding en-

trance to their dream school
in India impossible, have
made similar choices. Sidd-
hant Puri had wanted to

: 11th grade, he decided it was
knownas DU, her family’s sued cutoff scores at itstop tudent: dsof miles away. ond-largest foreign student not for him. Instead, he be-
firstchoice andoneof the thatreachedanear-impossible100%  ©2011 NYTNews Service ‘ populationin America,after came the vice president of

country’stopschools. insome cases. The Indian Institutes the Chinese, with almost his high school class and -

“Daughter nowenrolledat  of Technology, which arespread Indan Education System Rigid»» 15 105,000 students inthe USin played soccer, and now he

plans to study German liter-
ature and computer science
thisyear atthe University of
California, Berkeley.

Such students have provid-
ed a welcome and much
needed boon to US universi-
ties. “We're accepting an in-
creasing number of stu-
dents, and they're
excellent,” said Matthew
Gutmann, the vice-presi-
dent for international af-
fairs at Brown University,
which plans to open an of-
ficein New Delhi partly ded-
icated to recruiting stu-
dents. Undergraduate
applications from India
havegrownfrom86in2008to
more than 300 for this aca-

.demicyearat Brown.

“India’s a really big coun-
try; it therefore has a really
bigmiddle class,” said Allan
Goodman, the president of
the Institute of Internation-
alEducation,anon-profitor-
ganisation based in New
York. “They value education
so much so they have been
saving for education, and
they're willing to invest in
education. And our prices
arevery high.”

The financial strain is con-
siderable. Some middle-
classsalariesinIndiaarebe-
low the poverty line in the
West. The difference in tui-
tion between top US and In-
dian universities is stagger-
ing. Tuition at Dartmouth is
$41,736 a year, not including
room and board, while most
of the colleges of Delhi Uni-
versity cost about $150 to
$500 per year.

The emotional sacrifice of
letting a teenager travel
across an ocean is no less
acuteforsome parents. Chan-
dra spent the days before her
daughter’s departure in a
near panic. But she has ac-
cepted the idea that there is
no college in India quite suit-
able for a young woman like
herdaughter,
who wants to
study  psy-
chology and
who  spent
the past few
months put-
ting the fin-
ishing tou-
ches a

cational sys-
tem.

“Intheend,
I'm glad it

cellent stu-
dent, and
she's not
used to set-
tling for sec-
ondbest.”
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HRD min babu
in dock over
dalit remark

Man ash Pratim Gohain | m

New Delhi: Joint secretary at the HRD ministry,
Anand Eumar Singh, has landed himself in trou-
ble after allegedly making derogatory remarks
against B R Ambedlkar anddalits.

Faculty members at Luclknow's Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar Central University where
Singhhad goneon September 25 toattend the board
of management mesting, havewritten tothe Presi-
dentagainst the jointsecretary The letterdated Oe-
tober 10, 2011, sipned by 20 faculty members, hasal-
g0 been sent o PM Manmohan Singh. HRD
minister Kapil Sibal, L8 Speaker Meira Kumar,
Leader of opposition and P L Punia, chairman of
the National Commission for Schedule Caste,
among others, Talking note of the letter the Com-
mission ordered a probe and an officer recorded
the statements of the emplovess,

Faculty members allege Singh shouted at the
incharge of the university guest house saying
“What 1= Babasaheb fanbedlar? Why do wou give
g0 much importance to Ambedkar?™ Refusing to
avail the VIPsuite of theguesthouse hesaid, “Tum-
lare VO sahih ka bavaatt legon o is bamre mein
rakfwade.” Singh allegedly said, “What 1s Ainbed -
Iearuniversity? All dalits are filled in thisuniversi-
v Worst university with worst kind of people.”
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ne in six UK cellphones has E coli bacteria

=Researchers In UK found that 16% of cell phones were contaminated
with faecal bacteria, AFP PHOTO

David Batty
® latters@hindustantimes com

LONDON: One in six UK mobile
phones are contaminated with
faecal bacteria due to poor per-
sonal hygiene, scientists have
found.

Researchers said that 16% of
the devices were contaminated
with E coli, which can cause
food poisoning, most probably
because people fail to properly
wash their hands after going to
the toilet.

The study by the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine and Queen Mary,
University of London, also found

that Britons tend to lie about
their personal hygiene.

While 95% of the 390 people
surveyed said they washed their
hands with scap where possible,
92% of mobile phones and 82%
of hands were contaminated
with bacteria.

The study, which took sam-
ples from 390 phones in 12 cit-
Ies, raises serious public health
concerns as it found that 16% of
hands and the same proportion
of phones were contaminated
with E coli. A virulent strain of
the bacterium has recently been
implicated in the fatal outhreak
of food poisoning in Germany
in June.

his provides evidence
that some peaple still
don't wash their hands
properly, especially
atter going to the toilet
DR VAL CURTIS

Dr Val Curtis, from the
London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, said: “This
study provides more evidence
that some people still don’t wash
their hands properly, especially
after going to the toilet,

“Thope the thought of having
E coli on their hands and phones

encourages them to take more
care in the bathroom - washing
your hands with soap is such a
simple thing to do but there is
no doubt it saves lives.”

The scientists also found
those who had bacteria on their
hands were three times as likely
to have bacteria on their phone.
Dr Ron Cutler, of Queen Mary,
University of London, said:
“While some cities did much
better than others, the fact that
E coli was present on phones
and hands in every location
shows this is a nationwide prob-
lem. “People may claim they
wash their hands regularly but
the science shows otherwise”
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